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Quarrels had arisen between the inhabitants of Feyd, and the
local governor had proved incompetent to re-establish peace and
order, so that a king's officer from Ha'yel had just been sent to
take cognizance of the matter. Hence, at the very hour when we
entered the village, a little after sunset, a group of inhabitants
clustered in an open space near the walls marked the presence
of Telal's commissioner, who was there holding his court of
justice.

In a country where every man is his own lawyer, and where
the jury too is of a simpler formation and much less numerous
than in English courts, criminal causes are comparatively soon
settled. The head man of the place, the village lyadee, a
personage never wanting even in the smallest Arab community,
and two or three of the principal inhabitants, usually fill the
place of jurors, though their verdict is after all rather of moral
than of strictly legal weight. The office of crown advocate
merges in the judge, and that of counsel in the accused party
himself. Sometimes, however, the prosecution is conducted
by the plaintiff, when distinct from the supreme authority
itself for instance, in cases of private murder and the like. We
had the advantage of being present while sentence was passed
on one of the Feyd culprits, and of witnessing its execution
immediately after; it was identically the same with that which
many a schoolboy in our own conservative island incurs from
the justice of his offended master; and here also the sufferer
screamed much more loudly than the light infliction warranted.

It is only fair to say that in capital proceedings, and indeed
in all more serious affairs, Arab justice is by no means equally
rough and ready. Witnesses are summoned and sworn in, the
trial lasts many days, appeal from a lower to a higher tribunal
up to that of the monarch himself is granted if asked, and after
final sentence has been pronounced, execution is deferred for
a space of never less than twenty-four hours and sometimes
prorogued for weeks and months, till matters often end in a
free pardon, or in a mitigation of the legal penalty. Nor can
the most absolute rulers of Arabia violate with impunity the
restrictions placed by a sense of responsibility and humanity
on the too rapid course of such trials, or venture to condemn a
subject to death in time of peace simply on their own authority,
or without the stated intervention of legal procedures. Here,